2024 Year in Review

Economic Development in Middlesex County

In 2024, Middlesex County experienced significant economic growth and community
development. Grand openings of major employers such as Ontario Plants and Norbec,
and expansion announcements from several large firms resulted in more than 800
jobs being added county-wide. Manufacturing, health care, accommodation and food
service sectors led the job growth, while the CIP Implementation Program delivered a
remarkable 10.8x ROl on County funding through local investments. Additionally, the
Tourism Initiative Fund delivered an impressive 8.3x ROl on sponsorships towards
major events and initiatives that attracted more than 30,000 visitors to the County.
The following highlighted accomplishments reflect our continued commitment to
driving innovation, investment, and prosperity across the County.

Key Indicators

Jobs Created or Retained

The number of jobs in Middlesex County grew from 32,525 in 2023 to 33,435 in 2024, with all
industries either maintaining or growing in number of jobs over this time period. The charts
show the top industries for number of jobs, as well as the top 5 industries for growth over 2024.

Top 5 Industries by Number of Jobs in Top 5 Industries by Job Growth in Middlesex
Middlesex County - 2024 County - 2024
5013
3847 3311
l . .2978 .2641 l l l
Manufacturing Health Care Education Accommodation Retail Trade
Manufacturing Health Care Construction Retail Trade Educatlon (31-33) 62) (61) and Food (44-45)
(31-33) (23) (44-45) (72)
Industry (NAICS) Industry (NAICS)
Businesses By Industry Number of Businesses in 2024 and Year

. . . Over Year Growth
The number of businesses in Middlesex

County grew from 10,097 in 2023 t0 10,991in Agriculture (11) m 4 159
2024, an increase of 8.9%. Of the 894

additional businesses added to Middlesex Resl Estate, Rental and Lessing (53) m 1
County, 790 are businesses with no
employees, and the remaining 104 businesses consiucion 2 || REY & 19
are of Varying employee sizes. Professional, Scientific and Technical m f 80

Services (54)
The top 5 industries by number of businesses Health Care (62) E 4 e

in 2024 were also the top 5 industries in
terms of business number growth. B Number of Businesses  f Businesses Added in 2024




Foreign Direct Investors

38 one-on-one meetings were conducted with foreign direct investors

[
S an S 228 (FDI) interested in doing business in Middlesex County in 2024, and 190
Q" Hj one-on-one meetings with FDIs interested in doing business across the

region in key sectors of the local economy.

Funding Secured or Allocated

Total grants or funding obtained by the Middlesex County Economic

@ $117,000 Development Team totalled $117,000; more than 11% of the

departments annual budget.

$735,624.18 Community Improvement Plan Funding Leveraged

23 CIP projects resulted in $62,400.70 in reimbursements to local municipalities and
$735,624.18 invested into the community. This is a ROl of 10.8x, meaning, for every $1dollar the
County reimbursed, $10.8 dollars were invested by businesses on local development projects.
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2024 Social Media Snapshot

Year-end metrics across all channels (Visit Middlesex, Invest in Middlesex, Work in Middlesex,
From Our Hands to Your Table) on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. All channels made a
combined total of 904,716 impressions.
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Tourism Initiative Sponsorships

43'1 10 special events were supported with a total investment of $15,000 from Tourism
Initiative Sponsorships, contributing to a total project value of $139,430.75. This
30K represents an ROI of 8.3x, meaning that for every $1invested, $8.30 was generated
in value for the community. Additionally, these events attracted more than 30,000
attendees, further amplifying their economic and community impact.

Making It In Middlesex: Celebrating Local Business Growth

The Making It in Middlesex video series highlights local businesses each year that are contributing
to our community’s economic growth. By showcasing their stories, these videos boost visibility,
helping businesses attract new customers and opportunities. As they grow, they contribute to job
creation and overall economic vitality in Middlesex, strengthening our local economy.
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Sector Highlights

Industrial Grand Openings
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Commercial and SME Grand Openings

Notable investments are the addition of a No Frills in Thames Centre,
the addition of a Tito’s Pizza and multiple stores to The Shops on
Sydenham in Strathroy-Caradoc and the development of The Glenns
Shopping Centre plaza in Lucan which is anchored by a Foodland,
MacDonalds, Pet Valu, Dollarama and more.

Infrastructure and Development

Adaptation of the County Infrastructure Loan Fund to accommodate industrial servicing took place
in 2024. The Economic Development team has been working closely with several local municipalities
on plans to utilize this program, as well as to partner with upper level governments to prepare for
future industrial investment.
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Awards and Recognition

Middlesex County continues to earn awards and International recognition through its
development and implementation of impactful initiatives and innovative campaigns.
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Print Publications and Advertising

Middlesex County produces engaging print publications and advertising campaigns that reach
audiences across Canada and the U.S., showcasing the region’s unique tourism offerings along
with investment attraction. Some examples of our 2024 campaign results are highlighted below.
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Strategies

Middlesex County completed Four Key Documents in 2024:

CBRE

1.Foreign Direct Investment Strategy (Global Affairs Canada)

2.Commercial Investment Strategy (Ministry of Rural Affairs) . '
3.Tourism Investment Toolkit (Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Gaming) K‘iﬂ:ﬁfgig’;ﬁ%?"rlsn}

4.Middlesex County Economic Development Corporation Strategy -
which recommends the creation of the organization in 2025
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Workforce Development

Work in Middlesex website was revamped in 2024 and now hosts a job matching portal. This
project was completed in partnership with The Ministry of Rural Affairs.
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